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TCUJS  SaikCM)  COLLINS. 

SYDhTT,  KOI'TD/.y ,  8th  jvmz.  1942.  AT  1?  nuotj , 

1'0»57343  BPI/SR  ’7UJT1E  LZ'f«.0.'lB  CC'LT..Ii-’Sv  2/10  F,A«*  being  duly  sworn,  stute3; 

I  wn  I HX57343.  TO2VE1  "/ITFiE  DWwWO  COJ.TTMS,  2/10  Field  Ambulonce,  i 
arrived  in  !lov  3risuj.ii  in  March.  ic,4i  aid  re/inhand  wish  the  2/10  field 
jjr.bu lance  until  evacuated.  Throughout  this  period  I  was  et  tho  hospital  at 
NAMANULA,  RABAUL*  until  ;ho  day  before  tho  Japanese-  land;  nj.  On  that  date  I 

,  took  u  load  of  v;oundod  to  VTb\A?aiZ  k’CSS'rw  near  sesaw  wjre.vo  they  were  taken  in. 
Tho  civilian  nurses  wero  already  at  -/ITN-JOTE.  The  Ai  r-v  nurses  arrived  while 
I  was  there.  The  hospital  was  set  up  at  tho  Mission  huspinal?  *rhe  *msy  and 
civilian  nurses  wore  quartered  at  the  Mission  two  or  tar  to  hundred  yc\r  ds  from 
tho  hospital. 

I  left  about  0600  on  the  day  of  tho  landing  with  an  amt i Janes  to  go  to 
TOMA.  expectiiig  to  picl;  up  wound'd,  i  was  in  a  convoy  with  s--  e\v..l  trucks.  We 
got  to  TOMA,  but  there  was  nothing  there  so  re  'cut  to  MALA3UNGA  ••  ni  sot  up  a 
ho3pit-l  at  tl.s  i,5  3eior.  tr.orc  under  l.pjor  palmer  ord  Cup teen  Robuxtscn ,  v/e 
were  there  noarly  nil  day,  and  then  all  troops  wore  evacuated  from  the  north 
to  the  hills  und  e:-p acted  to  cant inuo  fighting;  there .  cno  of  our  medical 
officers  picked  out  a  nujaber  of  iced i cal  volunteers  to  go  with  tho  traces,  and 
I  volunteered#  -o  ..nlkod  for  two  days  in  the  hills  and  c::T,rioa  nupnJ  ios  and 
kept  on  going  without  any  organisation,  end  could  not  f;.rd  head  quart  ere »  so 
we  kopt  Ooii\  .  Someone  sprong  a  rue ur  that  we  were  going  to  bo  cvacu..tod  from 
come  point  or  thoocunt  „  ;:c  reached  the  coast  at  A  TILTH  BAY,  Wo  wore  there  for 
two  duys,  and  wff^rof  the  chaps  were  lcotooro  and  a  couple  cf  cur  chc.ps 
remained  with  thorn,  and  we  were  going  further  do.:n  tho  coast  whors  there  was 
supposed  to  be  a  tolercdic,  i  did  not  get  down  that  fur,  but  was  captured  at 
TOL, 

BY  THE  COUIiT :  'hat  happened  when  you  got  to  Toi?  Tell  U3  how  you  can®  to  bo 
captured,  what  happened  af  terwards,  and  ho./  you  got  a’- ay- — wo  were  just  east 
BOSS' 3  plantation,  end  on  the  odgo  of  the  first  of  throe  rivers  a  lot  of  mon 
wore  trying  to  cross,  To  wero  awaiting  cur  torn,  and  fivo  Japanese  bargoa  caroo 
into  i,he  bay  end  started  shelling  troops  in  the  village,  ia.d  rrmchino  gunning 
then,  so  we  ran  up  tho  river  to  a  po<nt  whore  wo  wore  able  to  wade  ucross.  He 
eventually  crossed  the  threo  rivers,  and  at  a  Mission  thoro  there  v;oro  clicsold 
tJid  icycclf ,  ivo  barges  landed,  and  i.e  •..era  caught  there,  'Ho  did  not  see  them 
coming  into  tho  boaeh.  They  fired  mortars  end  much  ins  gun?;  across  the  id  salon 
and  t/o  dived  into  a  crook.  There  was  a  party  cf  Jancnoco  above  vs,  end  t.hoy 
took  us  bock  and  pvt  uj  or.  or.o  of  the  brrgos  and  took  ua  to  another  plantation 
further  south  ir.  tho  direction  in  which  we  wero  originally  going,  it  was  dark 
hen  they  reached  the  3hc.ro,  30  t.;oy  wont  back  to  Ross’s  plontusiou,  just 
near  TOL, 

'Toro  there  any  other  Australians  on  tho  barges  betides  you  two?— -4  civilian 
policumar  named  golty.  They  put  us  ashore  ut  Bosses  near  TOL, 

!  Up  to  that  time,  had  they  treated  you  well? — -you,  yuito  well. 


(Hod  they  fe 
guvo  us  cig 


fed  you? — ITo j  but  one  chap  gave  us  tome  of  his  rations;  and  thoy 
igarettes.  ' 

m 
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ireti; is  zrawsg)  c oleins, 

SY5?TTr  ITiFV-.y,  8bh  JT?;E  .  1.942.  AT  IP  NfOJJ , 

1-1X57343  DPI7ER  DZ MID  COLLINS*  2/10  F,A,»  being  duly  sworn,  states; 


I  wn  KX57343.  raiVC*  717  K2J?  DFF.yfm  COJ.TTNS,  2/l0  Field  Ambulance,  1 
arrived  in  New  aiscun  in  Miroh.  iC)4i  and  regained  v/ich  the  2/.10  field 
jjubulance  until  evacuated.  Throughout  this  period  1  rrao  et  the  hospital  at 
NAMANULA,  RABAUL*  until  the  day  before  tho  Japanese  landing.  Or.  that  date  I 
took  u  load  of  wounded  to  VU;.V-.?uiZ  k'd&rw  notr  KCZDyv  wlerc  tfcoy  -Tiro  taken  in 
The  civilian  nurses  wero  already  :t  TUNLCf  GTE.  The  Avrv  r.vrr.c:-;  acrlrcd  while 
I  was  there.  The  hospital  was  set  up  ct  the  Mission  Kaspiral ,  The  *cn y  and 
civilian  nurses  vere  quartered  at  the  Jilosicn  two  or  tnrte  hundred  yrxds  from 
tho  hospital. 


I  left  about  0600  on  the  day  of  tho  landing  with  an  amtuJnnoe  to  go  to 
TOM',  expecti.ig  to  picl:  up  wounded,  I  v/as  in  a  convoy  with  several  truoks.  Wo 
got  to  TOMA  but  there  was  nothing  there  no  re  vout  to  MALASONGA  and  set  up  a 
hospital  at  the  Mission  tharc  under  tf.jor  palmer  ord  Captain  Robaitocu,  we 
were  there  nearly  nil  day,  and  then  all  troops  wore  evacuated  from  the  north 
to  tho  hills  and  o::pocted  to  continue  fighting-  there,  one  of  cur  medical 
officers  picked  out  a  number  of  medical  volunteers  to  go  with  tho  troops,  and 
1  volunteered.  "'0  walked  for  two  days  in  the  hi.] Is  and  carried  nupolios  and 
kept  on  going  without  any  organisation,  end  could  not  fird  bead quart or s|  so 
we  kept  going.  Someone  sprang  a  runc.ur  that  wc  v/u ro  going  to  be  evacuated  from 
come  point  or  thecGusto  ,,’c  reached  the  coast  at  ADLER  BAY  t  7o  wore  there  for 
two  days,  and  tho  chaps  wore  fcotsoro  and  a  ccaple  cf  cur  chaps 

remained  with  them,  and  we  w-cro  going  further  do..-n  the  coast  whers  there  was 
supposed  to  be  a  telercdic.  1  did  not  get  down  that  fur,  but  was  captured  at 
TOL, 


FI  1H2  COUFiT :  "’hat  happened  when  you  got  to  Tol?  Tell  U3  how  you  came  to  bo 
captured,  what  happened  afterwards,  and  ho-..1  you  got  avoyv — -yo  .vers  just  past 
FOSS1  a  plantation,  end  on  the  odgo  of  the  first  of  tl-roo  rivers  n  lot  of  men 
wore  trying  to  cross,  To  were  awaiting  cur  torn,  and  five  Japanese  barges  came 
into  .ho  boy  end  started  shelling  troops  in  tho  village,  <utd  trichina  gunning 
them,  so  re  ran  up  tho  river  to  a  po'nt  -.  hare  we  were  able  to  wade  across,  ye 
eventually  crossed  the  threo  rivers,  and  at  c  >£3sion  there  there  were  cliosold 
-nd  nysolf,  two  barges  landed,  and  wo  wore  caught  there,  -,7a  d.id  not  see  thorn 
earning  into  the  beach.  They  fir  ad  mortars  end  mu<-hirie  guns  across  tho  Mission 
and  v/o  dived  into  a  creak.  There  was  a  party  cf  fane-nose  above  vs,  and  thoy 
took  us  bock  and  pvt  us  on  one  of  tho  brjrgos  ana  took  ue  to  nncther  plantation 
further  south  in  .he  direction  in  which  t. 0  wero  originally  going.  It  was  dark 
-  hen  they  reached  tho  3hc.ro,  so  thoy  wont  back  to  Boss's  plantation,  just 
near  TOL. 

’7oro  thero  any  other  Australians  or.  tho  targes  besides  you  two?— -4,  civilian 
policoman  named  golty.  They  put  us  ashore  at  boss's  near  TOL, 

Up  to  that  time,  had  they  treated  you  well? — -you,  quite  well, 

thoy  fed  you? — ;jo;  but  one  chap  gave  U3  some  of  hi3  rations;  and  they 
guvo  us  cigarettes. 
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■■T.r.  Collins  (cont,) 

Did  t:  cy  put  you  ashore  at  TOL? — Yes,  -t  midnight,  and  all  the  troops  they 
had  captured  ir.  the  morning  -..ere  in  that  village,  They  put  us  in  a  hut  in  ■»; 
tlierc  '.-ere  about  6o.  At  dayhrcal:  they  took  us  out  and  took  our  names  and 
numboro  or.  a  piece  oi’  paper ,  and  later  thoy  lined  us  up  and  counted  us,  and 
they  inarched  us  to  TOL.  Thorc  v;cro  123.  Tho  Japanese  counted  us  in  Belial 
aiid  ho  3aid  thoro  should  bo  more,  and  asked  what  happened  to  them.  Then  thej 
marched  the  ’..hole  party  to  TGL  about  u  mile  away*  At  TOL  re  snt  down  for  a 
whilo  and  then  they  took  our  identity  discs  and  cave  some  of  them  back  and 
then  took  them  again,  and  then  thoy  took  all  our  personal  belongings  and  pay 
books  and  tied  us  up  in  parties  of  10  or  12  aftor  having  tied  our  hands  behi: 
our  backs,  soma  noro  chaps  talked  down  then*  and  they  were  captured.  They 
marched  us  back  towards  RABAUL  or.  the  track  of  the-  plantation  and  the  parties 
broke  off  tho  track  into  tho  undcr^owth . 

How  far  was  that  from  the  house?— About  u  quertcr  of  a  mile. 

Treat  time  of  day  was  this?— About  1000  hours.  Then  they  told  us  to  sit  down 
All  tho  parties  went  in  different  directions,  and  I  could  see  only  our  own 
party  of  12.  An  effioor  pulled  out  a  sword  and  ho  cut  one  joker  loose  and  he 
walked  him  into  tho  bush  signalling  him  to  go,  Ho  followed  with  a  fixed 
bayonet.  I  hoard  a  scroa..:,  ana  tho  Japanese  soldier  carno  back  wiping  his 
bayonet.  Another  two  or  three  went  like  that,  one  broke  loose  and  jumped 
up  and  tried  to  run  for  it,  and  tho  officer  hit  him  with  his  sword  and  then 
shot  Mm,  One  chap  asked  to  be  shot  -  in  ray  presence  -  and  tho  officer  3hot 
him  with  an  automatic  revolver*  Cli3sold  got  up  with  the  Red  Cross  on  his 
arm  and  tried  to  tell  him  that  he  was  in  tho  2/10  Field  ijnbu lance,  but  the 
Japanese  just  ripped  off  the  arm  band  and  took  it. 


Did  tho  jipaneeo  cay  anything?—— No.  I  was  tho  lust  one  loft,  and  tho 
japanoso  troops  wore  away  in  the  bush  and  the  officer  was  left  by  himself. 

He  put  away  his  sword  and  took  a  rifle.  He  motioned  me  to  got  up  and  to  wall 
I  took  n  few  paces  and  he  shot  me  through  the  shoulder.  I  fell  on  the  ground 
jard  kept  3till,  He  fired  again  and  ho  hit  me  through  both  wrists  and  in  tho 
back.  He  decided  ho  had  finished  me,  and  ho  wont  away,  I  could  not  movo 
(for  about  a  quarter  cf  an  hour.  The  bullet  which  went  through  my  wrist  had 
icut  the  lino  with  which  I  had  been  tiod,  and  I  got  up  and  made  off  into  the 
|  bush. 


)id  you  see  any  of  tho  bodies  of  your  nates  before  you  loft?— I  saw  about 
ialf  a  dozen  bodies  of  my  nates  on  the  (.around , 


Sad  they  covered  you  with  lcavo3?—  no. 


llad  they  covered  cry  of  the  others?-—  No.  The  men  were  just  lying  on  tho 
ground ,  I  got  up  and  walked  about  a  mile  and  crawled  into  a  big  clump  of 
bush  at  the  foot  of  a  range  of  hills  end  remained  there  for  a  few  days.  Thor, 
p  climbed  up  tc  tho  top  of  the  range  and  walked  along,  and  camo  back  tlirouoh 
The  bush  to  the  house  on  Ross's  plantation  where  they  had  boon  and  tho  japs 
jiad  gone,  i  wont  into  tho  hut  and  found  a  lot  of  bananas  so  I  stayed  there  a 
pcuplc  of  days  and  wont  to  tho  placo  where  we  had  been  scorched,  to  try  to 
ind  any  oquipment  that  world  bo  of  use,  but  I  found  everything  had  boon 
burned,  I  found  two  chaps,  'ho  had  boon  bayoneted,  in  one  of  tho  huts. 


% 

V 


i 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools!org7doc/4a50be/ 


i  5/2- 


3* 


■r.D.  Collins  ( cont .  ) 

DC  you  know  their  nones? —  i  hud  nothin  with  which  to  write  thoir  names  down. 
Tu0y  tcld  ir  I  took  thorn  back  to  Doss* a  place  whore  tho  bananas 

URU  pu*  tnom  in  the  house,  one  of  them  was  very  bad,  and  tho  other  chap 
(Jj.  nave  live ix.  After  putting  then  there  I  stayed  there  for  a  while,  end 
eventually  a  party  of  civili-na  cane.  The  party  comprised  •:.o.  Foetur., 
Cra..ley,  Mr,  Sexton  and  Mr.  palmer,  j  had  been  trying  to  got  to  tho 
missionary  to  got  the  priest  to  look  after  thcae  chaps,  and  i  could  not  get 
over  t..o  river  a.  -hen  the  civilians  come,  I  went  with  them  towards  the 
mission.  T/e  just  crossed  the  lost  of  tho  rivers  when  a  destroyer  come  into 
tho  harbour,  and  wo  wont  :'nto  tho  bush  and  stayed  there  two  days.  Jhdn  r;e 

^  £U0  •vh!it  wm  J°ias.  the  destroyer  was  just  going  out  of  aDLER  BAY, 

^nd  RooS  house  ’..aa  on  fire.  That  was  two  days  uftor  I  left  the  TQL 

plantation,  wo  went  on  from  thero  and  carw  to  c  plantation,  end  just  boforo 
the  miasionary  had  inf.de  arrangements  with  the  planter  there  to  feed  us.  -Than 

“‘1C,  cc“at  CUK)  to  Pick  uc  rt  was  Mr.  Holland's  party, 

®  ••Cut  oock  to  tho  north  coast,  gome  other  chaps  who  erne  ulong  said 
y  ouuo  two  bodice  in  the  house.  I  then  cume  under  Captain  Appel •  s  ordors 
ontually  went  to  I  .WE  und  from  t’.:erc  i  v/as  evacuated  on  the  "Lakatoi  ». 

prottjTsiST^  C0Rdition  vhtm  you  crjr*°  out  or-  the  "Lukatoi"? _ i  was  still 

How  was  tho  treatment  from  the  tine  you  got  back  to  the  north  coast?— Tt 
was  good.  A 

£“d  °:1  ,th°  ,,Lcktitoi"f — Cood.  I  could  not  havo  got  better  treatment,  jfrs. 
Baker,  IT.  F>unk  Holland  and  Capt.  Appel  did  everything  they  could  far  us. 

*d*VT  ^  ff'CGr  th°r&  drosnod  in  Australian  uniform  with  the  Japanese? 
--->70,  out  one  of  tho  wounded  I  took  to  Mrs.  Ross's  house  told  mo  that  there 

l'88  8  pot£sntJi  Ylth  the  J*ap«»eso  who  said  he  lied  joinod  tho  Japanese  to  fight 
the  Chinese,  ana  could  not  get  cut  of  fighting  the  Australians  for  tho  japs. 
Klis  nan  did  not  say  how  that  officer  wuc  dressed. 

D°  you  know  anything  rbout  a  prrty  of  23  who  surrendered  on  the  beach?— 

I  id  not  sec  it;  but  1  saw  the  Japanese  separating  thorn. 

jTucn  they  lined  you  up  <uid  counted  you,  did  they  separate  them? - when  they 

?  1°  ^  Plantation  and  took  our  discs  away,  1  think  it  was  on  attempt 

hen  to  fine  thoao  wao  and  surrendered,  ihey  separated  those  chaps. 

^r:s  ,anythini,-  said  about  it?—  The  Japanese  ware  arguing  about  it,  and  the 
Australians  v.oro  arguing,  too. 

77hat  was  the  argument  ubcut? — There  wore  22  surrendered  in  one  place  on  tho 
beach  ana  another  20  sower  hero  else,  and  they  all  reckoned  they  all  surrendered 
at  tho  same  t too,  and  they  were  arguing  about  that.  The  Japanese  did  not 
ogr^c,  and  said  there  wore  only  22.  They  separated  22  from  the  rest. 

Did  you  soe  any  incident  or  anything  huppon  which  might  hove  lod  to  some 
Japanese  rotailiation?—  -IJo,  1  did  not  see  unything  at  all. 
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.'.D,  Colllnc  ( c on t .  ) 

V'aa  there  any  resistance  by  cny  of  you  after  you  were  taken  prisoner  -  any 
break  a: 'ay  ,  or  anything? — Unless  it  was  that  when  they  counted  us  and  found 
there  vwe  1^3  and  said  there  should  bo  more.  Some  of  thojj  might  have 
escaped  in  the  ni^ht. 

Hov.evei  ,  tho  Japanese  gave  you  no  explanation  nor  did  they  say  anything 
which  would  give  you  an  idoa  of  wlmt  was  in  their  minds?-—  No. 

AS  far  as  you  could  sco,  the  behaviour  of  the  treopo  after  captui'e  was 
|  correct  and  as  it  should  have  been? - yes.  I  have  no  idea  why  it  was  done. 

Is  there  anything  else  you  could  bring  in  which  would  help  us? — I  think  I 
gave  Colonel  Houro  a  statement. 

Did  you  soo  any  of  the  men  - ctually  being  bayoneted? — Yes. 

Fot  being  taken  into  tho  bush  at  all?— -Only  tho  last  couple,  t7ho  wero  just 
near  mo. 

I  supposo  tho  Japanese  soldiers  who  did  the  bayoneting  were  ordered  to  do 
J  it?— -I  aid  not  hear  on  order  given  by  anyono  at  any  time. 

j  it  was  apparently  all  pro-arranged?—  -Yes. 


(Sgd.)  iu573h3 

V7.D.  Collins. 


Certified  true  copy. 
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